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PIKESVILLE, MARYLAND 21208-3899 
410-486-3101 

TOLL FREE: 1-800-525-5555 
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The men and women of the Maryland Department of State Police are committed to providing citizens with outstanding police 

services, while upholding our core values of integrity, fairness and service.  Since 1921, our dedicated employees have 

committed themselves to statewide public safety services that impact the individual safety of each of our citizens, as well as 

those visiting or traveling through our state.   

 

This report contains a brief overview of the public safety services provided by the Maryland Department of State Police in 

2015.  Within these pages are statistics and stories describing enforcement and initiatives that helped reduce traffic crashes, 

saved lives and brought criminals to justice.   

 

Our mission is to make Maryland safer.  With the support of Governor Larry Hogan, Lieutenant Governor Boyd Rutherford, 

the General Assembly and allied law enforcement agencies, we work hard to do that every day. 

 

Thank you for your interest in the Maryland Department of State Police.  For more information about the Department, please 

visit our website at mdsp.maryland.gov. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

William M. Pallozzi  

Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

ñMarylandôs Finestò 
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THE MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLICE 
 

The Maryland State Police is a full-service law enforcement agency comprised of dedicated sworn and civilian employees committed 
to providing the highest quality of police services.  The mission of the Maryland State Police is to ensure that Maryland is a safe place 

to live, work and visit.  We work to fulfill that mission every day while upholding our core values of integrity, fairness and service.   

Our statewide initiatives reduce traffic crashes, impaired driving, aggressive and distracted driving, unsafe vehicles and other threats 
to highway safety.  Our criminal enforcement emphasis is on inter-jurisdictional and cross-border crime that involves illegal drug 

transportation and distribution, gun trafficking, apprehending fugitives and reducing violent crime. 

An important part of our mission is to support local law enforcement.  Maryland State Police assistance includes investigative 
services, Mobile Field Force support and specialized services such as computer crime investigation and fugitive tracking.  Our 
Aviation Command provides statewide medevac and aerial law enforcement assistance.  More than 70 percent of the evidence 
analyzed by our Forensic Sciences Division is submitted by local law enforcement agencies.   
 

TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 

The State Police Impaired Driving Reduction Effort, or SPIDRE Team, led efforts to reduce DUI tragedies in Maryland with their full-
time team dedicated to enforcement and educating state and allied law enforcement personnel.  The SPIDRE Team continued to 
target areas with a high number of impaired driving crashes, while working with county and municipal agencies in combined 
enforcement efforts.  In a two-month traffic enforcement initiative to reduce impaired driving crashes on the Capital Beltway, SPIDRE 

Team and barrack troopers made more than 350 impaired driving arrests and more than 100 arrests for criminal violations. 

The Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division (CVED) continued its national leadership role and maintained the countryôs highest 
vehicle inspection rate per highway mile.  In a single two-day period in the summer, CVED personnel stopped ten commercial drivers 

who either did not have licenses, or whose licenses were suspended.   

Multiple focused enforcement efforts were conducted throughout the year, especially during the summer and other periods of peak 
travel.  Maryland state troopers fully supported the Maryland Highway Safety Office campaign ñToward Zero Deaths.ò  Over the Labor 
Day Weekend, troopers issued more than 10,500 citations and warnings and arrested 126 impaired drivers.  Troopers also arrested 

65 people for criminal offenses and another 75 who were wanted on criminal warrants. 

Troopers were involved in multiple life-saving incidents during the year.  One trooper in Allegany County talked with a man who was 
about to jump off a bridge and commit suicide.  While talking, the trooper was able to leap out and pull the man back to safety before 

he could jump.  This was the second person saved by this trooper in less than one year.   

The traffic enforcement efforts of the Maryland State Police were recognized in November when the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, in cooperation with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the National Sheriffôs Association, the 
Governorôs Highway Safety Association and the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators, presented the Maryland State 
Police with three top national awards for outstanding traffic safety efforts aimed at reducing crashes and injuries.  The awards 
included first place in the 2015 National Law Enforcement Challenge, a special award for commercial vehicle safety efforts and a third 
honor for the most comprehensive traffic safety program.   
 

CRIMINAL ENFORCEMENT 

From traffic stops to complex criminal investigations, troopers remained focused on stopping the flow of heroin into Maryland.  State 
Police criminal investigators in the Western Region alone recovered more than 16 pounds of heroin, 64 pounds of cocaine and more 

than a ton of marijuana, which resulted in the arrests of 137 drug suspects and the service of 162 search warrants.   

Troopers on the road made multiple arrests for heroin possession and possession with intent to distribute during traffic enforcement.  
Patrol troopers were also equipped with naloxone and saved multiple lives during the year when they administered the drug to 

persons who overdosed on heroin.   

Marylandôs Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force was a part of ñOperation Broken Heart,ò a nationwide, two-month 
investigation focused on child sexual exploitation.  Marylandôs task force was one of 61 nationwide.  Maryland investigators initiated 
287 investigations during this period, resulting in 47 arrests and 50 search warrants.  During this operation, public education efforts 

reached thousands of people and almost 1,000 police officers were trained to identify these types of crimes.   

Investigators from the Criminal Enforcement Division Central South Region worked in collaboration with numerous federal, state and 
local agencies on a multi-jurisdictional fraud investigation.  The investigation revealed the suspects were printing fraudulent checks 
using the victimsô bank account information.  They were enlisting bank tellers and other bank insiders to access sensitive personal 
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information.  The suspects also obtained loans in the names of these victims to buy luxury vehicles.  In total, the conspiracy victimized 
over 200 individuals, small businesses and charities, including the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and the Childrenôs National 

Medical Center. This case has been sent to a federal grand jury for indictment. 

The Talbot County Drug Task Force received information regarding the manufacturing of assault weapons in the St. Michaels area.  
Through meticulous investigation, probable cause was established and a search warrant was obtained.  The investigation led to the 

recovery of 33 firearms, one rocket-propelled grenade launcher and marijuana.  Two suspects were arrested on numerous charges. 

In January, identification and bank checks were stolen from a vehicle in McHenry.  State Police Criminal Enforcement Division 
troopers began an investigation and identified a bank in Baltimore where the suspect had cashed a check using the stolen 
identification.  Investigators were able to link the name on the check to the victim of a home invasion in Maine.  Troopers teamed up 
with an FBI task force from Maine to investigate the multi-jurisdictional crimes.  After several months of investigation, troopers located 
a Facebook post containing a photograph of a female suspect arrested in Ohio for stealing checks that appeared to match the initial 
suspect.  The female was extradited to Maryland where Criminal Enforcement Division investigators also linked the suspect to similar 
thefts in four states and to a gang based in Florida.  The suspect was eventually a witness in a federal case against the gang in 

Montana.  The federal prosecution resulted in six additional gang members being convicted.    

A cooperative cross-jurisdictional and multi-county investigation led to more than two dozen arrests on the upper Eastern Shore in 

August.  In addition to the arrests, police recovered significant quantities of marijuana, heroin, cocaine, other drugs and 50 guns.   

Multiple cooperative investigations in the Wicomico County region were conducted.  One led to the arrest of a major heroin trafficker 
and the recovery of $500,000 worth of heroin.  Another led to the arrest of a heroin dealer and the seizure of 500 bags of heroin. 
 

SUPPORT OF ALLIED LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 

During the civil unrest in April, more than 500 troopers and civilian personnel were deployed to Baltimore in support of the Baltimore 

Police Department.  State Police support was integral to the success of the combined law enforcement response. 

The Forensic Sciences Division recorded its 4,000th DNA match in the spring, while using the stateôs DNA database which is 

coordinated by the State Police lab.  DNA evidence continues to be a vital tool for law enforcement across the state.   

Crews from the Maryland State Police Aviation Command transported 2,281 critically ill or injured people during the year.  They also 

completed 307 search and rescue missions and 569 law enforcement missions in support of state and local police agencies. 

The Child Recovery Unit (CRU) assisted Maryland State Police and allied law enforcement agencies with 109 missing child 
investigations and issued three Amber Alerts.  These investigations and Amber Alerts resulted in the recovery of 101 children.  The 

CRU also issued 79 Silver Alerts that helped to locate 50 missing persons with cognitive impairments. 

State Police coordination of the Regional Automated Property Information Database (RAPID) continued to result in significant criminal 
arrests and recovery of stolen property.  More than 2,100 arrests were made and more than $7.6 million in property was recovered by 

state and local police as a result of leads developed through RAPID.     

Governor Larry Hogan fulfilled a promise to State Police and reopened the Annapolis Barrack in November.  The barrack is now 
operating full time, supporting state and county law enforcement efforts in the southern Anne Arundel County region.   
 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Maryland state troopers and civilian employees continued to participate in a wide variety of community support efforts.  The Maryland 
State Police partnered with the Maryland Food Bank to collect food for those in need.  Working with the State Highway Administration, 

almost 28,000 pounds of food were collected. 

Troopers were a part of dozens of charity, mentoring and support efforts including Badges for 
Baseball and Camp COPS, as well as several Shop With a Cop programs and toy drives that 

provided food and gifts for needy families during the holidays.   

State Police employees supported the Maryland Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special 
Olympics and helped coordinate the Maryland State Police Polar Bear Plunge and the State 
Police/Natural Resources Police Deep Creek Dunk, which raise money for Special Olympics 
Maryland which help support year-round sports training and competition for children and adults 
with intellectual disabilities.  The State Police also began Champions On Patrol, a ride-along 

program for Special Olympics athletes that teams a trooper with an athlete for a mutual learning experience. 

This is just a brief list of what members of the Maryland State Police were involved in during 2015 as they worked together with local 

and municipal law enforcement to make our state safer.  For further information, please visit mdsp.maryland.gov. 

A Maryland State Police helicopter at Camp COPS. 
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THE MARYLAND STATE POLICE 

The Maryland State Police (MSP) can trace its origins to 1914 when a corps of motorcycle officers, then under the Commissioner of 
Motor Vehicles, began to enforce motor vehicle laws throughout Maryland.  After World War I, former military servicemen were 
recruited and the first training camp was conducted in 1921.  By 1922, the force of motorcycle deputies had statewide jurisdiction 

over criminal cases. The force was supported by a plainclothes investigative department and was known as the State Police Force. 

In 1935, the Maryland State Police was established as a separate unit of state government and 54 former motorcycle deputies were 
sworn in as troopers.  These troopers were granted additional statewide police powers to enforce conservation laws and the State 
Police was authorized to maintain a training school.  The Maryland State Police became part of the Department of Public Safety 
and Correctional Services in 1970.  In 1994, the Department of Maryland State Police was formed as a principal executive 

department and renamed the Department of State Police in 1995.   

Since our founding, the Maryland State Police has been viewed as an innovative agency.  Our K-9 program is among the oldest in 
the nation and we currently maintain one of the largest bloodhound teams in the country.  In 1938, the MSP was among the first 
state police agencies to equip its troopers with two-way radios.  The MSP is now the lead agency in Maryland First, the statewide 
700 MHz radio project.  In 1970, MSP became the first civilian agency in the world to transport a critically injured trauma patient to a 
hospital and we have since transported over 150,000 patients.  Whether the focus is on technology such as the E-TIX electronic 
citation system, the RAPID pawn database or the new statewide Computer Aided Dispatch and Records Management System or 

operations such as the SPIDRE Team or commercial vehicle enforcement, the Maryland State Police remains a leader today. 

Today, the Maryland State Police is a full-service law enforcement agency that is comprised of three bureaus: the Field Operations 
Bureau, the Criminal Investigation Bureau and the Support Services Bureau.  Each bureau is commanded by a bureau chief who 
holds the rank of lieutenant colonel.  The Director of the Strategic Planning Command also reports directly to the Superintendent.   

In addition to the three bureaus, certain units report directly to the Superintendentôs Chief of Staff. 

The CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION BUREAU provides a variety of investigative services.  Preventing and reducing crime in Maryland is a goal 
of the MSP and one of the primary strategies to achieve this is a focus on inter-jurisdictional and cross-border crime.  Using a regional 
configuration, the Criminal Enforcement Division (CED) capitalizes on the Departmentôs statewide authority to apprehend criminals and 

dismantle criminal enterprises. 

CED regional drug investigators routinely collaborate with federal, state and local law enforcement agencies to achieve an effective 
and coordinated drug enforcement strategy.  Building relationships with key partners facilitates the exchange of intelligence, avoids 
duplication of services and eliminates potential operational conflicts.  Troopers are assigned to multi-jurisdictional drug task forces, 
investigative support units, drug interdiction units and federal drug initiatives.  CED is organized into two commands, Northern and 

Southern, each commanded by a major and the Forensic Sciences Division which is commanded by a civilian director. 

The services provided by the FIELD OPERATIONS BUREAU (FOB) vary by county and depend on the availability of other law 
enforcement resources.  In some areas, troopers share calls for service with the sheriffôs office and provide all law enforcement 
services to the residents of those counties.  In metropolitan areas of the State, the MSP generally provides patrol services on the 

interstates and other major roadways, assisting county and municipal law enforcement when requested.   

The Field Operations Bureau is divided into two commands, each overseen by a major.  Each command includes three troops that 
are commanded by captains.  Each of the 22 barracks are commanded by a lieutenant.  In addition to the barracks, FOB includes 

the Special Operations Command and the SPIDRE Team. 

The SUPPORT SERVICES BUREAU provides the materials and services that enable the Department to accomplish its mission.  The 
Bureauôs responsibilities include all aspects of personnel management, information technology, procurement, vehicles and facilities.  
The Bureau also includes the Aviation Command that provides statewide medevac, law enforcement and homeland security 
services with a fleet of 10 AgustaWestland AW139 helicopters and two fixed wing aircraft. 

   

Lieutenant Colonel 
Anthony Satchell 

Field Operations Bureau 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Laura Herman 

Support Services Bureau 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles Travers 

Criminal Investigation Bureau 
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CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION BUREAU 
 

During the past three years, the Maryland State Police has implemented a number of organizational changes within the Criminal 

Investigation Bureau to improve our effectiveness in preventing crimes before they occur and investigating crimes that have occurred. 

In March 2013, the Criminal Enforcement Division (CED) was founded to combat inter-jurisdictional (between counties) and cross-

border (between states) crimes.  The Department  recognized that a missing component existed in law enforcement in 

Maryland.  Local law enforcement and federal agencies had established roles in fighting crime.  However, the focus on inter-

jurisdictional and cross-border crime had not been a primary crime-fighting strategy.  Criminals and criminal organizations exploited 

this missing link because law enforcement agencies were designed to focus only on crimes that impacted their specific 

jurisdictions.  They did not have the resources to analyze how crime in their jurisdiction was both linked to and impacted by crime in 

other jurisdictions.  While it is understood in law enforcement that ñcrime knows no boundaries,ò law enforcement in Maryland 

continued to operate within jurisdictional lines.  Since criminals and criminal organizations use local police boundaries to their 

advantage to avoid detection and to further their criminal enterprises, the Maryland State Police is focused on eliminating that 

advantage. Troopers are uniquely positioned to combat this type of crime because troopers have statewide authority and can impact 

crime throughout Maryland on a large scale.   

The Criminal Enforcement Division is comprised of five regions.  Each region is staffed with MSP investigators who conduct criminal 

and drug investigations.  The five regions are supported statewide by the Special Investigation Section and Technical Investigation 

Section which are based at CED Headquarters in Columbia.  This regional configuration and focus on inter-jurisdictional and cross-

border crimes allows the Maryland State Police to capitalize on our statewide authority.  Troopers can apprehend criminals and 

dismantle criminal enterprises that are taking advantage of traditional policing methods and jurisdictional boundaries.  Since the 

reorganization in 2013, CED has investigated over 1,600 cross-border cases.  This has allowed our troopers to develop excellent 

working relationships with law enforcement agencies in the Mid-Atlantic Region and throughout the country. 

The Special Investigation Section and Technical Investigation Section consist of units which conduct their own investigations while 

simultaneously supporting the five regional units.  The Special Investigation Section is comprised of the Gang Unit, Maryland State 

Apprehension Team, Auto Theft Unit and the Technical Assistance Unit.  The Technical Investigation Section is comprised of the 

Child Recovery Unit, Computer Crimes Unit, Digital Forensic Laboratory, Maryland Center for Missing Children, Polygraph Unit and 

the Office of the Maryland Attorney General.  The success of these two sections cannot be overstated.  The Homicide and Gun Units 

operate in a similar manner. Not only do these sections and units support CED investigators and troopers assigned to the Field 

Operation Bureau, they are routinely requested to assist allied law enforcement agencies on both the state and federal levels.  

The Forensic Sciences Division (FSD) had a very successful year.  The number of backlogged FSD cases at the end of 2015 was 

reduced by 50% and the time to complete analysis was reduced by 28% compared to the previous year.  Fingerprint matches and 

DNA matches increased 76% and 38% respectively.  To provide better services, latent print operations were expanded to the 

Hagerstown laboratory.  To demonstrate our commitment to quality, the lab underwent a successful reaccreditation assessment by 

the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors / Laboratory Accreditation Board.  Also in 2015, FSD hosted visits from Vice 

President Joe Biden and Governor Larry Hogan. 

As part of a reorganization of the Department in 2015, the Licensing Division was moved under the Criminal Investigation Bureau. 

The Licensing Division regulates professional public safety licenses (e.g., security guards and security agencies) and also regulates 

firearms dealers and the transfers of certain firearms.  During 2015, the Licensing Division eliminated every backlog and remained 

focused on ensuring that every application was processed in the mandated time frame.  The Division continued development of 

several automation projects that will make the application process more efficient and conducted gun dealer training seminars 

statewide.  The members of the Division are looking forward to 2016 when the electronic Form 77R (Firearms Registration 

Application) will be rolled out, streamlining the process of firearms registration for the Division as well as our customers. 

In 2013, the Department opened the Maryland Gun Center to provide around-the-clock support to all law enforcement agencies in 

Maryland.  The Gun Center is staffed by personnel specifically trained in Maryland firearm laws who can provide direct assistance to 

police officers and stateôs attorneys.  Law enforcement officers in Maryland seize a large number of guns each year; however, due to 

the complex nature of Marylandôs gun laws, conviction rates are extremely low in some jurisdictions.  By providing timely assistance 

and information to the police officers on the street, conviction rates have improved because the quality of the investigations have 

improved.  The Maryland Gun Center has received over 15,000 requests for service with gun cases since its inception. 
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FIELD OPERATIONS BUREAU 
 

2015 was a year of transition for the Field Operations Bureau.  In September, the units in the former Special Operations Bureau 

became part of the Field Operations Bureau.  As a result, the Automotive Safety Enforcement Division, Commercial Vehicle 

Enforcement Division (CVED) and the Special Operations Division became part of the Field Operations Bureau.   

In addition to the newly acquired divisions from the Special Operations Bureau, the Field Operations Bureau 

maintained responsibility for all barracks.   To enhance the services that troopers provide in Anne Arundel County, 

the Annapolis barrack re-opened in November.  Troopers are once again providing police services around the clock 

from the Annapolis barrack for the first time since the barrack was closed in 2008. 

The Field Operations Bureau and the Special Operations Bureau played an integral role during the Baltimore City unrest in April and 

May following the in-custody death of Freddie Gray.  As a result of the civil unrest and in preparation for the trials of the Baltimore 

Police Officers, the Maryland State Police Mobile Field Force expanded from 120 troopers to 300 troopers, acquired new equipment 

and supplies and received additional specialized training.  The Special Operations Division also provided Mobile Field Force training 

to 375 allied law enforcement officers. 

Impaired driving enforcement is one of the primary goals of every trooper.  However, to make enforcement even more effective, the 

Maryland State Police has  a team of troopers who focus solely on impaired drivers.  The State Police Impaired 

Driving Reduction Effort (SPIDRE) Team was formed in 2013.  The SPIDRE Team contributed to the Departmentôs 

goal of reducing the number of motor vehicle crashes and the resulting deaths and injuries, that result from 

impaired driving.  This team uses crash and arrest data to target areas with high rates of impaired-driving-related 

crashes.  The seven troopers assigned to the SPIDRE Team arrested 539 impaired drivers in 2015. 

Naloxone (also known as Narcan®) is a medication that is administered to counteract the effects of an opioid (e.g., heroin) overdose.  

In 2014, patrol troopers were trained how to administer naloxone and issued a naloxone kit to carry on their gun belts.  During 2015, 

the Maryland State Police ensured that all patrol troopers were trained and equipped with naloxone.  Troopers administered naloxone 

26 times this year.  The Maryland State Police was one of the first state police agencies in the country to establish this type of 

program and equip all patrol troopers with naloxone. 

Troopers assigned to the Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division (CVED) remain focused on highway safety through diligent 

inspections and enforcement of commercial vehicle laws.  In 2015, CVED troopers placed more than 12,000 unsafe commercial 

vehicles out of service and placed more than 4,000 commercial vehicle drivers out of service.  In recognition of their remarkable work, 

troopers from the CVED investigative section won the International Association of Chiefs of Police Law Enforcement Challenge this 

year for comprehensive investigations by a mid-sized state police agency.     
 

SUPPORT SERVICES BUREAU 
 

The Support Services Bureau is divided into four Commands (Personnel, Logistics, Technology & Information Management and 

Aviation) which provide materials, equipment and services to the Department and allied law enforcement agencies. 

The Personnel Command coordinates the wide range of personnel services including recruitment, selection and retention of sworn 

and civilian personnel, human resources, promotions, training and grievances.  Thousands of employment applications are processed 

and hundreds of personnel transactions are completed annually.  The Command also manages 83 Volunteers in Police Support 

(VIPS) and 24 clergy in the Chaplain Program who provide counseling and support to employees and their families. 

In 2015, two trooper candidate academy classes were hired, both with a 39% rate of diversity.  After completing their six-month 

training program, Class 143 graduated in July with an 82.5% retention rate, one of the highest academy retention rates in many years.  

The Department is expected to continue seating two academy classes per year under Governor Hogan. 

The Logistics Command is responsible for the procurement, maintenance and distribution of the Departmentôs vehicles, goods and 

services, as well as the management of over 100 facilities, consisting of more than 750,000 square feet of building space.  In May, 

Governor Larry Hogan announced that the Annapolis Barrack would reopen after being closed for nearly eight years.  The Maryland 

State Police worked cooperatively with the Department of General Services to complete renovations so the building could once again 

function as a barrack.  The Annapolis Barrack was re-dedicated by Governor Hogan and Colonel Pallozzi on November 6, 2015. 
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During 2015, the Motor Vehicle Division managed the purchase and deployment of 230 new patrol 

vehicles to troopers throughout the state.  The Quartermaster Division, through a proactive 

purchasing plan, achieved Minority Business Enterprise participation rate of over 18% and Small 

Business Reserve participation rate of almost 14% of its total procurements.  

The Technology & Information Management Command is comprised of five divisions: Central 

Records, Electronic Services, Information Technology, Police Communications and Administrative 

Operations.  Also encompassed is the IT Project Management Office (PMO) which manages development and implementation of the 

Department's major IT projects, such as Licensing Automation and 700 MHz Radio. 

In 2015, the Electronics Services Division (ESD) transitioned an additional eight barracks onto the Maryland FiRST statewide 700 

MHz radio system.  The new portable radios provide troopers with a level of interoperability that they did not have in the past.  And in 

April, ESD coordinated communications for nearly 4,000 support personnel during the civil unrest in Baltimore City. 

The Maryland State Police Regional Automated Property Information Database (RAPID), managed by the Police Communications 

Support Division, is now in its sixth successful year.  This system illustrates the success that can be achieved when multiple agencies 

in multiple states cooperate.  During 2015, RAPID was responsible for recovering over $7.6 million of stolen property and 2,100 

arrests.  This is a 15% increase in recovered property compared to 2014 and brings the total value of recovered property to $32.7 

million since 2009.  These accomplishments demonstrate why RAPID is one of the most useful law enforcement tools for fighting 

multi-jurisdictional crime, conducting investigations, solving cases and recovering property. 

In 2015, the Aviation Command was realigned under the Support Services Bureau and 

subsequently completed their transition to the new fleet of 10 Augusta Westland AW139 

helicopters.  The new state of the art helicopters allow for enhanced patient care during 

medical transports as well as enhanced law enforcement, search and rescue and hoist 

capabilities.  In addition to helicopters, the Aviation Command operates two fixed-wing 

airplanes.  Fixed wing missions include homeland security, disaster assessment and 

prisoner extradition services. 

In 2015, the Aviation Command transported more than 2,200 patients, conducted nearly 600 airborne law enforcement missions and 

more than 300 search and rescue missions.  Our aircraft logged 3,360 helicopter hours and 231 fixed wing flight hours. 

 

SUPERINTENDENTõS STAFF UNITS 
Due to the nature of their responsibilities, there are several units within the Department of State Police that report directly to the Office 

of the Superintendent rather than to a bureau chief.  Several of these units are discussed below. 

The Internal Affairs Division (IAD) is responsible for investigating allegations of misconduct against troopers.  The Maryland State 

Police maintains the integrity of the Department by thoroughly investigating all complaints and imposing equitable discipline when 

appropriate.  Until late 2014, all complaints and other reports were submitted on paper and sent to IAD through the trooperôs chain of 

command.  In 2015, BlueTeam software was used for the full calendar year.  This system allows for direct data entry into the system 

that is used by IAD, expediting data collection and investigations.  Troopers enter information in cases involving use of force, vehicle 

pursuit or firearms discharge.  Supervisors enter data related to complaints from internal or external sources.  In 2015, IAD 

investigated 186 internal complaints and 302 complaints from citizens.  This is a remarkably small number considering that troopers 

responded to almost 500,000 calls for service, stopped 551,533 vehicles and made over 27,000 criminal arrests last year. 

The Office of Fair Practices (OFP) receives, tracks and investigates allegations of discrimination, harassment, retaliation and unfair 

treatment.  To enhance the accuracy of the process, OFP has implemented an electronic database to track all case data.  To educate 

employees and reduce complaints, OFP implemented mandatory Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) training which provides an 

overview of EEO laws and policies.  During 2015, OFP received and investigated 38 complaints.  In addition to managing EEO 

complaints, OFP receives the completed Citizen Comment Brochures which troopers provide to motorists at the conclusion of traffic 

stops.  In 2015, troopers stopped over 550,000 vehicles and OFP received and responded to 529 Citizen Comment Brochures.  Of 

these, 338 were commendations and only nine were complaints (the remainder included miscellaneous comments).  The Office of 

Fair Practices also coordinated the Departmentôs 2015 Maryland Charity Campaign, resulting in pledges of almost $100,000 from 

members of the Department. 

The Ford Interceptor SUV patrol vehicle. 
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The Office of Media Communications (OMC) provides around-the-clock response to media inquiries at the local, state and national 

levels.  The OMC personnel provide on-call support and response to all barracks, divisions and units involved in incidents that 

generate specialized or significant media attention.  In 2015, OMC focused on increasing social media outreach via platforms such as 

Twitter, Facebook and YouTube.  Videos were produced and promoted on social media dealing with traffic safety and officer safety as 

well as community service by our employees and acts of heroism by troopers.  In addition, OMC coordinated multiple events during 

the year, including the Maryland State Police Fallen Heroes Ceremony, the food drive for the Maryland Food Bank, the MSP Polar 

Bear Plunge and the MSP/NRP Deep Creek Dunk for Special Olympics.  OMC also worked with the Vehicle Theft Prevention Council 

on a successful audio/video public service announcement contest.  

Among the responsibilities of the Maryland Coordination and Analysis Center (MCAC) is the management of requests for data from 

over 400 license plate readers (LPR) that are deployed statewide by 62 law enforcement agencies and linked to MCAC.  In 2015, 

MCAC processed more than 2,300 requests to query the data in support of investigations or for public safety purposes.   In addition, 

the MCAC Watch Section also manually enters license plates into the system to help locate vehicles associated with SILVER or 

AMBER alerts or vehicles involved in criminal activity.  In one successful case, a Baltimore City police officer requested that MCAC 

enter information into the system following a home invasion and abduction of a five-year-old girl.  Soon afterward, a Baltimore Police 

Department LPR unit alerted on the suspect vehicle, resulting in the apprehension of the suspects and safe return of the child. 

The Maryland Vehicle Theft Prevention Council completed its 20th year of leadership by continuing to assist in the prevention of 

vehicle theft and related crimes.  The Council promotes prevention awareness by working with WBAL TV to run public service 

announcements created by Towson University students.  Since the inception of the Council, vehicle theft in Maryland has decreased 

by 66 percent and many criminal enterprises that focused on vehicle theft have been dismantled.  For example, in 2015 a vehicle 

enforcement task force in Prince Georgeôs County targeted twelve suspects who were members of ñThe Simple City Criminal 

Organization.ò  The group was directly responsible for over $5 million in losses and was linked to over 200 vehicle thefts and 

carjackings in the area.  As a result of the investigation, the twelve suspects were federally indicted.   
 

OFFICE OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL 
The Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) protects life and property from fire and explosion in partnership with other public safety 

agencies and the community.  This is accomplished through aggressive criminal investigations of fire and explosive incidents, quality 

fire protection engineering services, enforcement of the Fire Prevention Code, data collection and analysis and fire safety education. 

The OSFM conducts fire and explosive investigations in 16 counties in Maryland.  The investigation of fires and explosive-related 

incidents includes making a determination as to the origin and cause of fires and explosions.  If the cause of a fire or explosion is 

determined to be criminal, deputy state fire marshals conduct a criminal investigation and arrest those who are responsible.  In 2015, 

deputy state fire marshals investigated a fire that caused $750,000 of damage to a manufacturing plant in Cumberland.  After a 

thorough investigation they determined that the fire was intentionally set and later were able to identify and arrest the suspect.  

Deputy state fire marshals also assisted Baltimore City and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives National 

Response Team with numerous fire investigations during and after the civil unrest in April that resulted in several arrests.   

The Bomb Squad unit performs explosive and blasting inspections, conducts training and responds to potential explosive threat 

situations in 20 counties.  It also conducts an annual comprehensive inspection of consumer fireworks that can be used in Maryland. 

The Bomb Squad coordinates training, response, equipment compatibility and operational readiness with all allied bomb squads. 

The Fire Protection Engineering staff reviews plans for new construction, renovations, modernizing projects and specialized fire 

protection systems.  The Fire Protection Engineering staff provides fire protection engineering advice, guidance and direction to 

architects, engineers and designers regarding materials and methods to ensure compliance with fire and building codes. 

Deputy state fire marshals and civilian fire inspectors conduct new and existing building fire and life safety inspections throughout the 

state to ensure compliance with the State Fire Prevention Code.  Inspections and re-inspections are conducted in state-owned 

facilities, commercial and multi-family occupancies in all regions where the OSFM has jurisdiction. 

The OSFM is responsible for the development and implementation of fire and life safety education programs to reduce the number of 

fires and fire-related deaths and injuries.  The OSFM works in partnership with local fire and rescue departments across the state to 

ensure fire and life safety issues are being addressed and that a comprehensive fire and life safety message is being provided to all 

Maryland residents. 
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Barrack W McHenry 
67 Friendsville Road 
McHenry, Maryland  21541 
301-387-1101 
msp.mchenry@maryland.gov  

McHenry Barrack troopers patrol 680 miles of county roads, 
185 miles of state highways and Interstate 68. Troopers 
and Garrett County Sheriffôs deputies share law 
enforcement responsibilities countywide.  

Garrett County  

Garrett County Overview - 2015 

Criminal Arrests (adult, juvenile, warrant) 258 

Traffic Stops 19,530 

DUI Arrests 99 

Crashes Investigated 268 

Fatal Crashes 5 

Aggressive enforcement and investigations by McHenry troopers has led to a 20% 
reduction in Part 1 crimes and an overall crime reduction of 10%.  In 2013-14, McHenry 

Barrack reduced their Part 1 crimes by 32% and countywide crime decreased 35%.  

The McHenry Barrack remains committed to the children of Garrett County by assigning 

a full-time criminal investigator to the Garrett County Child Advocacy Center.  

As a result of the ongoing commitment of highway safety by troopers at McHenry 

Barrack, DUI arrests increased by 71%, reducing alcohol-related crashes in the county.  

McHenry troopers, in cooperation with businesses and the Natural Resources Police, 

supported the Deep Creek Dunk, a major fundraiser for Special Olympics Maryland. 

A McHenry trooper contacted Western Region criminal investigators after checks were 
stolen from a vehicle.  The investigation connected this theft to a home invasion in 
Maine.  A suspect with ties to the Felony Lane Gang was identified.  The arrest of that 
suspect closed cases in two states and she provided evidence in federal cases to 
convict six gang members in Montana. 

Criminal Investigative Unit: Western Region 

State Police investigators conducted 59 investigations that led to 16 arrests. 

Drug Investigation Unit: Western Region 

State Police drug investigators conducted 112 investigations that led to 45 arrests. 

Crime Scene Office: McHenry Barrack 

Forensic Sciences Division crime scene technicians and scientists processed 156 cases. 

Primary Helicopter: Trooper 5 

Aviation Command completed 51 missions and transported 39 patients. 

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement: Finzel Weigh & Inspection Facility / Patrol 

5,077 commercial vehicles were inspected; 703 unsafe vehicles were placed out of service. 

Barrack C Cumberland 
1125 National Highway 
Cumberland, Maryland  21502 
301-729-2101 
msp.cumberland@maryland.gov  

Cumberland Barrack troopers share countywide law 
enforcement responsibilities with Allegany County Sheriffôs 
deputies.  There is a collaborative work environment among 
all law enforcement agencies in the county. 

Allegany County Overview - 2015 

Criminal Arrests (adult, juvenile, warrant) 561 

Traffic Stops 18,050 

DUI Arrests 77 

Crashes Investigated 351 

Fatal Crashes 4 

The Maryland State Police Forensic Sciences Division crime scene technicians 

processed more crime scenes in Allegany County than any other county in the state. 

The Cumberland Barrack is very involved in the community.  Troopers and barrack 
command staff make monthly visits to businesses to provide information on crime 
prevention and security.  The barrack recruiter is also the Public Relations Officer and 

Crime Prevention Officer, often combining recruitment and crime prevention efforts. 

Cumberland Barrack was one of the first barracks to be 100% trained in the 

administration of Naloxone for opioid (e.g., heroin) overdoses. 

On September 15, Senior Trooper Schoenadel responded to a suicidal subject 
threatening to jump off of the Clarysville Bridge.  He located the man and wrestled him 

to the ground just before he jumped.  The man was taken to a hospital for evaluation. 

Western Region investigators began an investigation at the Western Correctional 
Institute because suspects were using drones to fly contraband into the facility. 
Investigators arrested and charged two suspects who were attempting to fly contraband 

into the prison; an inmate was also charged.  Drugs, phones and a gun were recovered. 

Criminal Investigative Unit: Western Region 

State Police investigators conducted 103 investigations that led to 14 arrests. 

Drug Investigation Unit: Western Region 

State Police drug investigators conducted 314 investigations that led to 75 arrests. 

Crime Scene Office: C3I (located at Cumberland Police Department) 

Forensic Sciences Division crime scene technicians and scientists processed 605 cases. 

Primary Helicopter: Trooper 5 

Aviation Command completed 51 missions and transported 16 patients. 

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement: Patrol 

786 commercial vehicles were inspected; 135 unsafe vehicles were placed out of service. 

Population: 29,679 Square Miles: 664 Western Troop 

Population: 72,952 Square Miles: 428 Western Troop 

Allegany County  

mailto:msp.mchenry@maryland.gov

