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Maryland Department of State Police / Licensing Division 
1111 Reisterstown Road 

 Pikesville, Maryland 
Office: (410) 653.4500 / Fax: (410) 653.4036 

 
The Licensing Division, within the Department of State Police, administers provisions of State law and 

regulations related to the licensing and registration of firearms, handgun permits, security guards, and other 
licensing functions. The Public Safety Article establishes various requirements related to how quickly the 
division must process certain applications. The Maryland General Assembly Joint Chairmen’s Reports 
requested the below information, on applications received and processing days needed for an application to 
receive a final disposition, be posted to the department’s website for the public once per quarter on the following 
dates: July 1, 2023; October 1, 2023; January 1, 2024; and April 1, 2024. 
 
Time period covered: 10/1/2023 – 12/31/2023 
Accurate as of: 12/31/2023 
Next update: 4/1/2024 
 
Firearms Registration Unit  

• Total Applications received – 27,928 

• Machine Gun Registrations received – 55 
 
7-day legislative mandate for a completed & accepted application to receive a final disposition. 
 
 
Handgun Qualification License Unit 

• HQL new applications received – 8,909 

• HQL “New Resident” applications received – 278 
 
30-day legislative mandate for a completed & accepted application to receive a final disposition. 
 
 
Handgun Permit Unit 

• HPU new original applications – 10,866 

• HPU renewal applications – 3,113 

• HPU modification applications – 126 

• HPU replacement applications – 262 
 
90-day legislative mandate for a completed & accepted application to receive a final disposition. 
 
 
Security Guard  

• initial/original applications – 1,670 

• renewal applications – 972 
 
No legislative processing mandate. MDSP Standard Operating Procedure 29-19-013 imposes a 90-calendar 
day deadline from date the application is accepted. 
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Security Guard Agency  

• initial/original applications – 20 

• renewal applications – 5 
 
No legislative processing mandate. MDSP Standard Operating Procedure 29-19-014 imposes a 90-calendar 
day deadline from date the application is accepted. 
 
 
Private Detective  

• initial/original applications – 149 

• renewal applications – 42 
 
No legislative processing mandate. MDSP Standard Operating Procedure 29-19-012 imposes a 90-calendar 
day deadline from date the application is accepted. 
 
 
Private Detective Agency 

• initial/original applications – 3 

• renewal applications – 6 
 
No legislative processing mandate. MDSP Standard Operating Procedure 29-19-014 imposes a 90-calendar 
day deadline from date the application is accepted. 
 
 
Private Detective & Security Guard Dual Agency  

• initial/original applications – 7 

• renewal applications – 14 
 
No legislative processing mandate. MDSP Standard Operating Procedure 29-19-014 imposes a 90-calendar 
day deadline from date the application is accepted. 
 
 
Security System Agency 

• initial/original applications – 12 

• renewal applications – 17 
 
No legislative processing mandate. MDSP Standard Operating Procedure 29-19-006 imposes the following 
processing time frames: 
➢ For Initial Applications: 90 business days for a completed & accepted application to receive a final 

disposition. 
➢ For Renewal Applications: 60 business days for a completed & accepted application to receive a final 

disposition. 
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Security System Technician 

• new applications received – 296 

• renewal applications received – 157 
 
No legislative processing mandate. MDSP Standard Operating Procedure 29-19-006 imposes the following 
processing time frames: 
➢ For Initial Applications: 90 business days for a completed & accepted application to receive a final 

disposition. 
➢ For Renewal Applications: 60 business days for a completed & accepted application to receive a final 

disposition. 
 
 
Special Police 

• new applications received – 65 

• renewal applications received – 53 
 
No legislative processing mandate. MDSP Standard Operating Procedure 29-19-007 imposes the following 
processing time frames: 
➢ For Initial Applications: 90 business days for a completed & accepted application to receive a final 

disposition. 
➢ For Renewal Applications: 60 business days for a completed & accepted application to receive a final 

disposition. 
 
Special Police processing time frames do not include applications awaiting action from the Maryland Secretary 
of State’s office. 
 
 
Railroad Police  

• new applications received – 75 
 
No legislative processing mandate. MDSP Standard Operating Procedure 29-19-008 imposes the following 
processing time frames: 
➢ For Initial Applications: 90 business days for a completed & accepted application to receive a final 

disposition. 
➢ For Renewal Applications: 60 business days for a completed & accepted application to receive a final 

disposition. 
 

 


