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PROFESSIONAL TRAFFIC STOPS - All people having contact
with members of the MSP will be treated in a fair and
equitable manner. Being stopped for a traffic violation can be
a stressful time for you and the police officer. Maryland State

Troopers are expected to maintain professionalism and

courtesy during every traffic stop. >z —g vo:.—.>z.—. g mmm>m m
WHAT TO EXPECT FROM US DURING A TRAFFIC STOP

- A greeting with the name of the trooper and the reason why “ow <°=
you were stopped;

- A uniformed trooper or the presentation of a badge and/or
identification card;

- A polite, respectful tone from the trooper;

- Answers to reasonable questions;

- Prompt action in completing the citation/warning and traffic
checks;

- An explanation of the citation/warning;

- Probable cause that a crime is being committed permits the
trooper to search your vehicle without your consent;

- A trooper may ask for consent to search your vehicle. If
consent is requested, you may be asked to give consent in
writing on a form provided by the trooper. You have the right to
refuse a request for consent to search your vehicle.

WHAT WE ASK OF YOU DURING A TRAFFIC STOP

Traffic stops are never routine. History has shown traffic stops mdsp.maryland.gov

to be fatal for officers every year. Each day, troopers

encounter impaired drivers, illegal firearms, drugs, fugitives P rotect 1 g Q

and drivers with suspended licenses. This is why troopers are -

trained to place a great deal of emphasis on their safety and 1 reventim o

take a defensive posture until the risk of confrontation or injury - -
is diminished. With this in mind, we ask that you: - rowi n [ ] g @

- Carry proper identification and paperwork including a valid &ﬁt\bome vo:.os.deQ

driver’s license, vehicle registration card and proof of

insurance.

- When signaled by the trooper to stop, look for the nearest, 410-653-4200

safest place to position your vehicle that is as far out of the or

traffic lane as possible. Never stop in a traffic lane. (TTY) 711

- Stay in your vehicle. If asked to exit, do so slowly.

- Remain calm. Ask passengers to remain quiet and

cooperative.

- Keep your seatbelt fastened until the trooper has seen you Case/Incident #
wearing it.

- Keep your hands in view, preferably on the steering wheel.

- Avoid sudden movements which may cause unnecessary
alarm to the officer or that may imply the existence of
weapons or other illegal activity.

- Turn off your engine and stereo; roll down your window so the
trooper can speak with you.

- Don’t be surprised if another patrol car appears. This helps
ensure the trooper’s safety. Colonel Roland L. Butler, Jr.

- Treat the trooper the way you would like to be treated. Superintendent
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Wes Moore
Governor

Aruna Miller
Lieutenant Governor

For more information visit mdsp.maryland.gov or follow us on MSP 225 (07-23)
Facebook (www.facebook.com/MarylandStatePolice)
Instagram (@marylandstatepolice)
YouTube (www.youtube.com/MarylandStatePolice)

Twitter @MDSP
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COMMENT FORM
DO NOT USE THIS FORM TO MAIL TRAFFIC CITATION FINES

Please provide the following information if you wish to commend or express your concerns about the actions of a Maryland State Trooper or call

410-653-4200 or (TTY) 711.

ADDRESS:

YOUR NAME

CITY/STATE/ZIPCODE

TELEPHONE NUMBER/EMAIL

DATE/TIME/LOCATION OF ENCOUNTER

TROOPER’S NAME & ID:

DESCRIBE ENCOUNTER

MSP 225 (07-23) DETACH THIS CARD - PLACE IN ENVELOPE - APPLY POSTAGE - MAIL TO ADDRESS ON REVERSE SIDE
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